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 Facilities 

 

• Free access to four acres 
of gardens, including a 
pleasure garden and 
kitchen garden.   

 
• Refurbished glasshouses 

from the 19th Century. 
 
• Group tours, talks and 

workshops can be booked 
to enhance your visit.  
Charges apply. 

 

• Interpretation panels: 
Provides a self guiding 
option and historical 
background.   

 
• Get close to nature: the 

resident wildlife, ponds 
and planting provides a 
tranquil setting.  

 

• Toilets: Fully accessible 
facilities are available for 
visitors with disabilities or 
young children. 

 
• Refreshments: There are 

picnic benches outside 
the glasshouses for 
visitors who bring their 
own lunches. With 
advance notice, 
refreshments for groups 
can be organised in the 
glasshouses during the 
week.  Charges apply. 

History of Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden 

Grappenhall Heys Estate in South Warrington was founded by 
Thomas Parr. By 1830, he had purchased land over a number 
of years and constructed a new house with formal pleasure 
garden, parkland and a walled garden. This garden contained 
a kitchen garden to provide fruit, vegetables and flowers with 
a range of glasshouses built along the sunniest elevation to 
provide more exotic varieties.  

The Parr family initially gained some wealth from the sugar 
industry but mainly amassed their fortune from establishing a 
banking business on Winwick Street in Warrington. This bank 
later became national and is now known as NatWest Bank. 
Successive generations influenced and contributed to good 
causes in the borough by completing charitable works and 
donated funds. Parr Hall in Palmyra Square, for instance, was 
gifted to the town by the same Parr family. 

The Parr family resided at Grappenhall for three generations 
until they relocated to Herefordshire. Sadly, the family home 
decayed and was demolished in the 1970s but the walled 
garden remained. The gardens were heavily neglected for a 
period. Subsequently, it has taken many years to restore the 
gardens. In 2014, work to reinstate the decaying glass houses 
was completed with finance gained from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. The gardens and the glasshouses are now used as a 
community resource. 
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Welcome 

Grappenhall Heys Walled 

Garden is situated 3 miles 

from Warrington centre. 

We provide various seasonal 

activities for different visitors. 

All programmes aim to 

encourage enjoyment and 

appreciation of the natural 

environment, promoting 

exploration, well being and 

healthy living.   

 
Prices* 
Tours 
Group size 10-20 people = £40 
Group size 20-30 people = £60 
Group  size 30-40  people =  £80  
Self Led Tour: Free 
Themed Talk:  £50 
Art workshops: £30 each   
Horticultural activities:  Various 
Outreach Talks: £50 
Refreshments: £3.50 each 
Includes hot beverage and 
homemade cake. 
 

 
Booking your visit 
To arrange your visit please 
contact the Community 
Outreach Officer on: 
01925 213638 or email 
lynn@ghwalledgardens.org.uk 
 

Please tell us your: 
Ideal date and time of your visit 

Your full contact details 
Numbers in your group 

The session required 
Any refreshment requests 

Group Programmes  
For groups over ten people, activities can be booked in 
advance to enhance your visit. Sessions are normally one hour 
and available Tuesday to Thursdays, 9am-3pm or by special 
arrangement. Activities are subject to season and charges.  

 
Themed Tour – The Rise & Fall of Grappenhall Heys  
Enjoy a personal approach and book a guided walk around the 
garden. Learn more about the original scale of the Parr’s Estate 
and which parts of the garden have changed over time. Discover 
how the derelict garden and glasshouses were resurrected.  

 
Themed Tour – Horticultural Highlights 
Join your guide as they explain how gardens such as Grappenhall 
Heys, were the powerhouses of the estates of yesteryear. Hear 
some of the anecdotal tales relating to characters from the past 
who worked in the gardens. Discover some of the key varieties of 
trees, plants and crops and their uses.  

 
Themed Talk – Bees and Honey 
Join our Bee Keeping expert, who can provide top tips on how to 
get the best from your bees to ensure a bumper source of honey.   
 
Self Led Tour 
Take a leisurely stroll at your own place and enjoy the wildlife, 
herbaceous borders and plants. There are interpretation panels 
providing background to the heritage of the garden and free 
access to parts of the glasshouses. (Booking for groups required). 
 
Horticultural Activities 
Apple tasting, propagation, summer and winter pruning 
workshops are available subject to the season.  
 

Art workshops 
Tutor led watercolour, oil painting or pastel workshops can be 
agreed by arrangement subject to the tutor’s availability.  Full 
day session. 

 
Outreach Talks  
Formal presentations or informal talks can be provided to your 
venue by arrangement. 
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Address 
Grappenhall Heys Walled 
Garden, Witherwin Avenue, 
Grappenhall, Warrington, 
Cheshire, WA4 3DS 
Tel: 01925  213638 

 
Arrival 
Please arrive ten minutes 
before your session. 

 
Meeting Point 
The Garden is on Witherwin 
Avenue, close to the 
roundabout where it meets 
Lumb Brook Road.  The 
garden entrance is about 
100m to the right of the 
Grappenhall Heys gates, just 
off the roundabout.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The gardens are not usually 
open to the public until 1pm, 
unless there is a group 
booking. If the door is locked 
wait outside the garden 
entrance on Witherwin 
Avenue for your group 
organiser. It has a wooden 
door surrounded by a 
sandstone gothic arch.  

 

Weather Preparation 

Wear clothing and footwear 

suitable for the outdoors and season.   

Directions  

From the Motorway leave the M6 at Junction 20 or the M56 at 
Junction 10. From the roundabout follow the B5356 to Appleton 
Thorn.  At the roundabout turn left on to Barley Castle Lane then 
first right on to New Lane and right again onto Lumb Brook Road.  
Follow the road to the roundabout and turn right onto Witherwin 
Avenue. The walled garden entrance is on your left. 
 

Parking 

You can park directly on the road outside the garden entrance on 
Witherwin Avenue. The entrance is a wooden gate with a gothic 
arch set in to a perimeter wall.  
 
There is also a car park off Stansfield Drive. Carry on past the 
garden entrance on Witherwin Avenue and then turn right at the 
roundabout onto Keepers Road. Turn right again to reach the car 
park past the school. Once on foot, walk on the footpath past the 
play area which cuts through to Witherwin Avenue. (Please allow 
for add additional time). 
 

Public Transport                 

The number 8 bus service can be boarded from Warrington Bus 

station and stops at Lumb Brook Road, a short distance from the 

garden entrance. Contact 01925 634296 for further details. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


