
Heyes Lane allotments in Alderley Edge to be turned into a car park! 

Chairman Fenton Simpson reports that after 3 years of campaigning by Alderley Edge Allotment 
Society, nearly 1800 local people have signed their petition against turning Heyes Lane allotments 
into a car park - around 60% of the village. 

Alderley Edge Parish Council (AEPC) has linked the medical centre project to the need for the 
extra parking, even though the project planning application does not require extra parking. 
  
AEPC has not signed a lease for the proposed alternative site at Lydiat Lane.  The site has many 
problems, including needing considerable drainage to make it useable as an allotment. Also, local 
houses that back on to the site don’t want allotments there, and are prepared to challenge the 
planning application. 

On 29 September 2014, the AEPC changed the status of Heyes Lane site from ‘statutory’ to ‘non-
statutory’, and issued termination notices to all 23 plotholders. Some have agreed to vacate, but 
about 16 have not, so AEPC intends to get an injunction against them if they refuse to move off the 
sites by January 31st. By then, they expect to have finalised arrangements with Alderley Edge 
School for Girls, who own the site at Lydiat Lane. 

AEPC has also terminated the Society’s management contract with the other two sites in Alderley 
Edge, so direct management of tenants and land management will be the responsibility of AEPC 
from October 2015.  The Society believes this is a punishment for not rolling over and giving up on 
Heyes Lane. Cheshire East Council owns the land that all three sites are on; AEPC is the landlord, 
but not the owner of the land. 

The National Allotment Society (NAS) has been looking into the case that AEPC keep referring to 
which gives them the right to remove statutory status.  NAS is concerned about the national 
implications of this, which comes from AEPC’s interpretation of an Appeal Court judgement about 
some allotments in Surrey. Specifically, the idea that a parish council can by itself declare 
allotments non-statutory, and therefore able to be closed without replacement, is very threatening 
to the allotment movement nationally. 

On December 16th, the NAS legal advisers informed AEPC that the actions it had taken were in 
breach of the latest Allotment Act on a number of points.  The AEPC failed to disclose this on the 
correspondence in their latest meeting on January 12th. When pressed, they confirmed that they 
had received the correspondence but didn’t want to discuss it further, and that the letter had been 
passed to their legal advisers.


